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'Woman in mask' is making a good 
recovery 
BY SAM KNIGHT, TIMES ONLINE 
The young woman who was 
photographed in a surgical burns mask in 
the moments after the bombings last 
Thursday, has made a "dramatic 
improvement", her sister said today. 

Davinia Turrell, 24, became an immediate 
symbol of the attacks when she was 
pictured stumbling outside Edgware Road 
station, guided by a former firefighter who 
helped treat her injuries. 

Speaking publicly for the first time, 
Davinia’s sister Louise Wells said that Ms 
Turrell had been overwhelmed by letters 
of support and that her condition was 
improving. 

"She is doing great, she is doing really well - every day there is an 
improvement," said Mrs Wells. "She has started to laugh and joke 
again. She is a very kind person, caring and constantly worried 
about other people. She is more worried about the other people in 
the accident than herself." 

Mrs Wells said that Ms Turrell's burns may not have been as 
severe as first thought. 

"A lot of them are superficial," she said. "There are a lot more 
people out there who have suffered a lot more than Davinia. "She 
has only had one operation - on the Friday evening when she came 
here. Ever since then she has been making a dramatic 
improvement." 

Mrs Wells, 29, also thanked Paul Dadge, the man photographed 
guiding Ms Turrell across the road. Mr Dadge, 28, had spotted the 
trainee tax lawyer on her own and went to offer her first aid. 

"Davinia would like to thank him a lot and not just that, we would 
like to thank him, my dad, myself - he is a fantastic guy," Mrs Wells 
said. 

"I would like to thank him for calming her down and keeping her 
calm. He was amazing. Some time in the future Davinia would like 
to see him but at this moment in time she is still very nervous, but 

Davinia Turrell leaving Edware 
Road station (Andre 
Camara/The Times)



she would like to meet him one day." 

On Saturday, Ms Turrell's family thanked the public for their 
messages of support and asked for privacy for Ms Turrell's 
recovery. 

"We are thankful for the well-wishers, but ask that Davinia’s privacy 
is respected and that she is allowed to get the rest that she requires 
to get better," said a statement. "It has meant a lot to Davinia that 
we can take solace in all the support and encouragement that has 
been offered." 
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Burns mask photo woman improving  

A survivor of the London attacks whose picture has become a symbol of the bombings is said to 
be recovering well. 

Davinia Turrell, 24, was photographed clutching a surgical burns mask to her face as she fled the bombing 
near Edgware Road Tube station on Thursday.  

Her sister, Louise Wells, 29, says she is now making a "dramatic improvement".  

"She has started to laugh and joke again. She is a very kind person, caring and constantly worried about 
other people," she added.  

"She's more worried about the other people in the accident than herself."  

Survivor's support  

Paddington rail crash survivor Pam Warren has offered to meet and comfort Miss Turrell.  

She suffered severe hand and facial burns in the October 1999 crash, which killed 31 people, and had to 
wear a face mask for 15 months.  

She said Miss Turrell, who suffered burns to the left side of her face, must stay "strong and positive".  

"My heart goes out to all those recovering from their injuries," she said. "I know what Davinia and the 
others are going through. I would not want anyone to go through all that."  

Mrs Wells said Davinia had been on her way to work at the time of the blast.  

She said her sister, a non-practising barrister, who graduated with a first in taxation and law from 
Bournemouth University, had been working near Paddington as a corporate tax trainee.  

On the day of the attacks she had been planning a half day and was going to pick up a new car in the 
afternoon.  

However, Mrs Wells said her family had not spoken to Davinia in detail about the attack.  

'Ball of fire'  

"She remembers a blast and a ball of fire, but that is all she remembers," she said at Chelsea and 
Westminster Hospital.  

"One of the things we are trying not to do is to make her upset, we are not asking her what she 
remembers, we ask her how she feels in herself, and she is very positive."  

 

She's more worried about the other people in the accident 
than herself  
Louise Wells  
Davinia Turrell's sister 



Describing her sister's burns, Mrs Wells said: "A lot of them are superficial. There are a lot more people out 
there who have suffered a lot more than Davinia.  

"She has only had one operation - on the Friday evening when she came here. Ever since then she has 
been making a dramatic improvement.  

"It is really nice to have these guys (the hospital) who are working so hard, not just for Davinia but for 
everybody who is here. They have been fantastic."  

Mrs Wells also praised the quick-thinking of former firefighter Paul Dadge, 28, who was pictured helping 
Davinia to safety after spotting her standing alone on a street corner.  

"Davinia would like to thank him a lot and not just that, we would like to thank him, my dad, myself - he is 
a fantastic guy," Mrs Wells said.  

"I would like to thank him for calming her down and keeping her calm. He was amazing. "  

Mr Dadge said: "She was really brave. A lot of people were complaining about their burns but she didn't.  

"I'd love to get in touch with her and find out how she is. I just hope that she's OK."  

It has also emerged that Miss Turrell's mother Sharon recently died after a long illness.  

Her father, David, told the Daily Mail: "I lost my wife last month and now this has happened to my 
daughter."  

He lives in Little Burstead near Billericay in Essex, where both Davinia and her sister grew up.  

Story from BBC NEWS: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/uk/4673249.stm 
 
Published: 2005/07/11 19:59:40 GMT 
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She was really brave. A lot of people were complaining 
about their burns but she didn't  
Paul Dadge  
Former firefighter 



 
That blast survivor is in stable condition  
Tuesday, July 12, 2005 

BY PAISLEY DODDS  
Associated Press  

LONDON --The picture of Davinia Turrell, burned, bloodied and bandaged, became an iconic image of 
London's deadly bomb blasts.  

The 24-year-old Turrell was in stable condition at Chelsea and Westminster Hospital yesterday, recovering 
from wounds she suffered last Thursday.  

"She is doing really well; every day there is an improvement," her sister, Louise Wells, 29, said. "She has 
started to laugh and joke again."  

Turrell, a lawyer, suffered burns to the left side of her face. A graduate of Bournemouth University, she had 
been working as a corporate tax trainee.  

As the bombs exploded Thursday, she was on her way to work. She had been planning working only a half-
day so she could pick up a new car in the afternoon.  

Wells praised Paul Dadge, a 28-year-old former firefighter who spotted her sister on a street corner by the 
Edgware Road subway station, site of one of the four bombings.  

Dadge helped get a white mask on Turrell's face to soothe the burns.  

"Davinia would like to thank him a lot, and not just that, we would like to thank him, my dad, myself -- he is a 
fantastic guy," Wells said. "I would like to thank him for calming her down and keeping her calm. He was 
amazing."  

Wells said her sister can't remember all the details of the blast.  

"She remembers a blast and a ball of fire, but that is all she remembers," Wells said. "One of the things we 
are trying not to do is to make her upset; we are not asking her what she remembers, we ask her how she 
feels in herself, and she is very positive."  

Her father said he was grateful his daughter survived.  

"I lost my wife last month and now this has happened to my daughter," David Turrell told the Daily Mail.  
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Unmasked: the face that gripped the world 
By Annabel Crabb in London 
July 12, 2005 

 

Burned … Davinia Turrell, on Thursday and in a family photo. 
Photo: AP 

The woman behind one of the most enduring images of the London Underground bombings has been found. 
The hitherto unidentified "woman in the mask" was pictured worldwide clutching a burns mask to her face as she 
was shepherded away from the Edgware Road bomb blast. 
She has now been named as Davinia Turrell, 24. She remains seriously injured in a London hospital. 
Her mother, Sharon, 56, died only months ago, and now her family is grappling with Ms Turrell's serious injuries. 
A London journalist, Sarah Keenlyside, who was in the same carriage as Ms Turrell at the time of the explosion, 
said she found the recently graduated lawyer with "skin peeling off the entire right side of her face". 
"Her tights had been burnt off her bloodied legs, and hung like cobwebs around her ankles." 
Keenlyside said: "She was desperate for someone to help relieve her pain. She wanted me to pour cold water on 
her, but was that the right thing to do? I became aware of a charred burning smell and looked around me before I 
realised it was coming from her." 
Ms Turrell's family say she is undergoing a series of operations for her severe burns. "We are all very worried 
about Davinia," said her grandmother, Frances Rimmer, who, with Ms Turrell's father, David, lives in the Essex 
village of Little Burstead. 
Mr Turrell said: "I lost my wife last month and now this has happened to my daughter. Davinia is not all right. I 
used to be in the army and I know what it's like to be blown up." 
Ms Turrell grew up in Essex and studied taxation and law at Bournemouth University, from which she graduated 
in 2003. She had recently completed training to be a barrister and , friends say, was excited about embarking on 
her new career. 
The part-time fireman Paul Dadge, who was pictured rescuing Ms Turrell, has been interviewed repeatedly on 
British television in the days since the bombing. He lost track of her after treating her with the gel face mask and 
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helping her to safety. He knew her name was Davinia, but nothing else about her. 
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Burned woman improving every day, sister says  
Tuesday, July 12, 2005 
Associated Press  

London  

-- Burned, bloodied and bandaged -- the picture of Davinia Turrell running barefoot through the streets 
became an iconic image of London's deadly bomb blasts.  

Turrell, 24, was in stable condition at Chelsea and Westminster Hospital on Monday, recovering from 
wounds suffered last week.  

"She is doing really well, every day there is an improvement," Louise Wells, 29, said of her younger sister. 
"She has started to laugh and joke again."  

Turrell, a barrister, suffered burns to the left side of her face. The Bournemouth University graduate had 
been working as a corporate tax trainee.  

When the bomb blasts struck London on Thursday, she was on her way to work and planning a half- day so 
she could pick up a new car.  

Wells praised Paul Dadge, 28, a former firefighter who spotted her sister on a street corner by the Edgware 
Road subway station, site of one of the four bombings.  

Dadge helped get a white mask on Turrell's face to soothe the burns.  

"Davinia would like to thank him a lot and not just that, we would like to thank him, my dad, myself -- he is a 
fantastic guy," Wells said. "I would like to thank him for calming her down and keeping her calm. He was 
amazing."  

Wells said her sister can't remember all the details of the blast.  

"She remembers a blast and a ball of fire, but that is all she remembers," Wells said.  

"One of the things we are trying not to do is to make her upset. We are not asking her what she remembers; 
we ask her how she feels in herself, and she is very positive."  

Her father said he was grateful his daughter survived.  

"I lost my wife last month and now this has happened to my daughter," David Turrell told the Daily Mail.  
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Blair promises tough new laws to help police track 
down attackers 
'Our country will not be defeated,' PM says, as tube riders 
return 

 
Tuesday, July 12, 2005 
 

LONDON - As millions of commuters returned to 
London for the first time since last Thursday's 
terrorist attacks, British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
told Parliament the official death toll -- which as 
of late yesterday stood at 52 -- could climb into 
the seventies as a result of what he called "a 
murderous carnage of the innocent." 

"We are united in our determination that our 
country will not be defeated by such terror, but 
will defeat it and emerge from this horror with our 
values, our way of life, our tolerance and respect 
for others, undiminished," Mr. Blair said during a 
sombre address. 

The government intended to respond to the 
attacks by introducing tougher anti-terrorist laws 
after close consultation with the police and other 
security agencies, the prime minister said. 

"It seems probable that the attack was carried out 
by Islamist extremist terrorists," he added. 

New anti-terrorist legislation was to have been 
voted on next spring. 

But Mr. Blair said that "if, as the fuller picture about these incidents emerges and the 
investigation proceeds, it becomes clear that there are powers which the police and 
intelligence agencies need immediately to combat terrorism, it is plainly sensible to reserve 
the right to return to Parliament with an accelerated timetable." 

He told MPs that a two-minute silence would be held throughout the country on Thursday, 
with a memorial service attended by the Queen to be held at a date to be arranged. 

For the first time yesterday, there was a public display of emotion over how long it was 
taking for authorities to identify the dead. 

Marie Fatayi-Williams, who arrived from Nigeria on Friday to search for her only son, 26-
year-old Anthony, cried out about her pain in an impromptu news conference held near 
where a bus her son was probably riding had been blown up. 

"This is now the fifth day, five days on, and we are waiting to know what happened to him 
and I, his mother, I need to know what happened to Anthony," she said. 

"How much more blood must be spilled? How many tears shall we cry? How many mothers' 

 

Matthew Fisher

The Ottawa Citizen; with files from The Daily Telegraph
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Davinia Turrell, 24, whose burned, masked 
face is a defining image of the London 
terrorist attack, is recovering in hospital. 
Ms. Turrell, shown in a family grad photo 
above, suffered facial burns in last week's 
bombing. Her family says her condition is 
improving steadily and her main concern is 
for other victims. See Story on Page A3



hearts shall be maimed? My heart is maimed at this moment," she said, her voice breaking. 

The first victim to be identified so far has been Susan Levy, whose death was announced 
yesterday. The 53-year-old Hertfordshire woman had travelled to London for the day with 
one of her two sons. She was killed in a train on the Piccadilly Line as it ran underground 
between Russell Square and King's Cross. 

"Susan was a devoted and much-loved wife and mother of two sons," Ms. Levy's husband, 
Harry, said. "We are distraught at her needless loss." 

British newspapers and television networks have been running pictures of dozens of possible 
victims with their life stories provided by families, friends and employers. Yesterday some 
families began asking why it is taking so long to identify the victims. 

Mr. Blair responded that properly identifying the dead is an immense challenge and police 
bereavement experts were assisting 74 families who may have lost people in the four 
attacks. 

Another 56 people remained in hospital, many of them with critical injuries. 

In previous terrorist bombings some bodies had been misidentified and this had proven 
"incredibly distressing," Mr. Blair said. 

As it is, the identification process was "sometimes very, very hard and harrowing." 

All bodies have been recovered from the trains at Liverpool Street and Edgware Road and 
from the scene of the bus bombing in Tavistock Square and all "visible bodies" have been 
recovered from the Piccadilly Line near King's Cross, the prime minister said. 

Ian Blair, the chief commissioner of police, asked the media and the public "to give us time. 
However terrible it is, we must take our time. We will identify people and we will identify 
them as quickly as possible, but this is England's biggest crime scene in history and we've 
got to get this right." 

A complicating factor is that there is little left of some of the bodies. Others are believed to 
be trapped under a train carriage near King's Cross station. All of the bodies are also required 
as forensic evidence. 

The government dismissed a demand by Conservative leader Michael Howard that it urgently 
convene a special inquiry to investigate how the attacks came about, explaining that such a 
probe would divert police resources at a critical juncture in the manhunt for the perpetrators. 

After receiving severe media criticism, Mr. Howard backtracked, saying what he hoped for 
was that "in the weeks ahead we can all gain from a sober assessment of the systems we 
have put in place to deal with the terrorist threat." 

He also praised the government for its handling of the tragedy. 

Police remained tight-lipped about whether they had any substantial leads, amid media 
reports that they were seeking help from U.S. and European experts and had asked European 
governments for access to cellphone records. 

As police continued to review tapes from 2,500 closed-circuit cameras in the centre of 
London, they repeated a request that the public send in any photographs or videos they 
might have taken right before or after any of last Thursday's attacks. 

Having accused Islamic extremists of likely being responsible, Mr. Blair finished his address 
with gentle words for Britain's Muslim community, which has experienced a series of arson 
attacks on mosques and businesses since Thursday. 

"People know full well that the overwhelming majority of Muslims stand four square with 


